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ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/VLC:IRIOHNSON/JDROSENTHAL:BAS 
APPROVED BY P:PCHABIB 
EA: MR. HUMMEL, JR. 

M/MO: MR. MC MANAWAY (DRAFT) 

EA/EX: MR. SCARRITT (DRAFT) 

L/EA: MR. NORTON (DRAFT) 

EA: MR. GLEYSTEEN 
S/S:MR. ORTIZ (S/S 7701067) 

211605Z 129103/40 

O211550Z JAN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE0I3788 

EXDIS, FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LA, US 

SUBJECT: LAO GOVERNMENT REQUESTS DRASTIC REDUCTION IN 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

REE: 1. VIENTIANE 88, 2. STATE 10964, 3. VIENTIANE 92, 

4. VIENTIANE 99, 5. VIENTIANE 100, 6. VIENTIANE 101 

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES YOUR PROMPT, COMPREHENSIVE 
REPORTING AND ANALYSIS OF MOST RECENT LAO INITIATIVE TO 
IMPOSE CEILING ON U.S. PRESENCE IN LAOS. 

2. WHILE WE REGRET THE SUBSTANCE, MANNER AND TIMING OF 
THE LAO INITIATIVE, WE INTEND TO KEEP OUR POST IN VIENTIANE 
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OPEN, AND TO CONFORM TO THE LPDR CEILING. THE DEPARTMENT 
REALIZES THAT, BY ACCEPTING THIS CEILING ON PERSONNEL, WE 
ARE ACCEPTING A RESTRICTION ON THE EMBASSY'S EUNCTION AS A 
"LISTENING POST." WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS NEVERTHELESS IN 
OUR INTERESTS TO MAINTAIN A POST IN LAOS NOW. 

3. CONSEQUENTLY, YOU SHOULD SEEK AN EARLY APPOINTMENT 
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AT WHATEVER LEVEL IN THE EOREIGN MINISTRY YOU BELIEVE 
APPROPRIATE TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING NOTE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE LAO 
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER 
TO THE MINISTRY'S NOTE NUMBER 0I3-AE-AC-2 OF JANUARY 17, 

IN WHICH THE MINISTRY INEORMED THE EMBASSY THAT IT HAD 
DECIDED TO FIX THE STRENGTH OF THE AMERICAN PERSONNEL 
IN SERVICE AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE AT A 
MAXIMUM OE THREE DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL AND NINE NON- 
DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WILL COMPLY 
WITH THE MINISTRY'S REQUEST TO REDUCE ITS PERSONNEL IN 
VIENTIANE WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME. ON THE QUESTION OE 
DIPLOMATIC AND NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL REFERRED TO IN 
PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE MINISTRY'S NOTE, THE GOVERNMENT OE THE 
USA EXPECTS THAT BOTH THE DIPLOMATIC AND NON-DIPLOMATIC 
PERSONNEL IN ITS EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE WILL CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE ALL THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES PROVIDED FOR 
UNDER THE VIENNA CONVENTION OF 1961 AS WELL AS THE NORMAL 
COURTESIES EXTENDED BY HOST COUNTRIES TO BOTH DIPLOMATIC 
AND NON-DIPLOMATIC STAEF. 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END QUOTE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO TIMEERAME FOR REDUCTION, YOU MAY WORK 
THIS OUT DIRECTLY WITH EOREIGN MINISTRY IN LIGHT YOUR 
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ESSENTIAL NEEDS. AT SAME TIME WE INTEND TO PROMPTLY 
BEGIN DRAWDOWN, AND SUBJECT TO WHATEVER SCHEDULE YOU 
WORK OUT WITH MINISTRY, WE PLAN TO MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY IN 
GETTING DOWN TO TWELVE PERSON LEVEL. 

5. A SEPARATE MESSAGE ON STAFFING WILL FOLLOW EARLY NEXT 
WEEK AETER CONSULTATIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT AND WITH INTERESTED AGENCIES. 

HABIB 
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PAGE 01 STATE 013788 
ORIGIN SS-I5 

INFO OCT-01 AS-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 /017 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:EA/VLC:JRIOHNSON:JY 
APPROVED BY:EAA^LC:JDROSENTHAL 
EA/TB:RSM1TH 
S/S:SESTEINER 

0304 12Z 029291 /62 

R 022249Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

SECRETSTATE013788 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 013788 ACTION CINCPAC DTD 22 JAN 77. 
QTE: SECRET STATE 013788 

EXDIS - MILITARY ADDEE HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE - FOR POLAD 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 013788 SENT ACTION VIENTIANE JAN 21; 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE013788 

EXDIS, FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LA, US 

SUBJECT: LAO GOVERNMENT REQUESTS DRASTIC REDUCTION IN 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
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REE: 1. VIENTIANE 88, 2. STATE 10964, 3. VIENTIANE 92, 

4. VIENTIANE 99, 5. VIENTIANE 100, 6. VIENTIANE 101 

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES YOUR PROMPT, COMPREHENSIVE 
REPORTING AND ANALYSIS OF MOST RECENT LAO INITIATIVE TO 
IMPOSE CEILING ON U.S. PRESENCE IN LAOS. 

2. WHILE WE REGRET THE SUBSTANCE, MANNER AND TIMING OF 
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THE LAO INITIATIVE, WE INTEND TO KEEP OUR POST IN VIENTIANE 
OPEN, AND TO CONFORM TO THE LPDR CEILING. THE DEPARTMENT 
REALIZES THAT, BY ACCEPTING THIS CEILING ON PERSONNEL, WE 
ARE ACCEPTING A RESTRICTION ON THE EMBASSY'S FUNCTION AS A 
"LISTENING POST." WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS NEVERTHELESS IN 
OUR INTERESTS TO MAINTAIN A POST IN LAOS NOW. 

3. CONSEQUENTLY, YOU SHOULD SEEK AN EARLY APPOINTMENT 
AT WHATEVER LEVEL IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY YOU BELIEVE 
APPROPRIATE TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING NOTE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE LAO 
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER 
TO THE MINISTRY'S NOTE NUMBER 0I3-AE-AC-2 OF JANUARY 17, 

IN WHICH THE MINISTRY INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT IT HAD 
DECIDED TO FIX THE STRENGTH OF THE AMERICAN PERSONNEL 
IN SERVICE AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE AT A 
MAXIMUM OF THREE DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL AND NINE NON- 
DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WILL COMPLY 
WITH THE MINISTRY'S REQUEST TO REDUCE ITS PERSONNEL IN 
VIENTIANE WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME. ON THE QUESTION OF 
DIPLOMATIC AND NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL REFERRED TO IN 
PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE MINISTRY'S NOTE, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
USA EXPECTS THAT BOTH THE DIPLOMATIC AND NON-DIPLOMATIC 
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PERSONNEL IN ITS EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE WILL CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE ALL THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES PROVIDED FOR 
UNDER THE VIENNA CONVENTION OF 1961 AS WELL AS THE NORMAL 
COURTESIES EXTENDED BY HOST COUNTRIES TO BOTH DIPLOMATIC 
AND NON-DIPLOMATIC STAFF. 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END QUOTE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO TIMEFRAME FOR REDUCTION, YOU MAY WORK 
THIS OUT DIRECTLY WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY IN LIGHT YOUR 
ESSENTIAL NEEDS. AT SAME TIME WE INTEND TO PROMPTLY 
BEGIN DRAWDOWN, AND SUBJECT TO WHATEVER SCHEDULE YOU 
WORK OUT WITH MINISTRY, WE PLAN TO MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY IN 
GETTING DOWN TO TWELVE PERSON LEVEL. 

5. A SEPARATE MESSAGE ON STAFFING WILL FOLLOW EARLY NEXT 
WEEK AFTER CONSULTATIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT AND WITH INTERESTED AGENCIES. HABIB 
UNQUOTE HABIB 

UNQTE: VANCE 
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